Summary: Debate in the Neighborhood in Europe

Context

The Debate in the Neighborhood program Europe has been developed in 2007 by IDEA NL. It has been piloted successful and therefore IDEA NL has applied successful for a grant to upscale the concept of Debate in the Neighborhood towards other Dutch neighborhoods and towards Europe. 

The application has been successful and since 2009 the project started. Each year the project facilitates exchanges and linking and learning activities between debate trainers – who work at schools and in neighborhood.  Therefore each year the project provides participants with a conference around meaningful youth participation and in addition a special training in the Debate in the Neighborhood concept for selected people. This project aims to develop capacities within organisation and in youth workers/teachers/debate trainers , to implement debate in the neighborhood methodologies.

Current training of December 7 and conference 8-9 December

The current training and the additional conference is the last in a row. The Debate in the Neighborhood training will be held on 7th of December in Antwerp  and aims to stimulate to use debate techniques and debate trainings for capacity building  of youth in marginalized neighborhoods.  Doutsen Langhout who is for three year working for IDEA as DIN trainer, and who wrote the manual Debate in the Neighborhood ‘ Logisch Toch?, will give the training. She has extended experience in training marginalized youth in debate. 

In Antwerp we will provide the DIN participants with one training day and subsequent with the conference in Antwerp around the subject of meaningful youth participation/inclusion. (see attached the Terms of Reference for this conference). This conference will take place from 8-9 December.

Participants who will receive the DIN training at December 7th could deepen and share their experiences and knowledge during the two days conference. 
Participants of the DIN training are required to participate both in the DIN training at December 7 and are expected to participate at the Conference ‘ Meaningful youth participation’  at December 8-9 2011. 
Each country (except the Netherlands) is able to invite 5 participants. OSF provides the participants with free tickets and accommodation for the period of 6th of December  (arrival) – December 10th (departure day).

The main characteristic of the participants is that they are able and willing to use the DIN methodology in their own surrounding, like at schools (teachers) in neighborhoods (youth workers) but it can be also debate coaches/trainers who want to use the methodology in order to start up DIN in their own country. We also would like to create a DIN Network afterwards to keep each other informed about progress, lessons learned, and additions to the methodology. 
General background of DEBATE IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD
IDEA is The International Debate Education Organisation. In 2006 IDEA opened an office in Amsterdam to work in the Netherlands, and expand the organisation’s presence in Western Europe.  Europe now faces a new political and social climate which sometimes leaves less room for open discussion. Values like solidarity, respect and freedom of speech are under pressure. Some groups  face discrimination and exclusion, and young people are increasingly angry and disengaged from civil society and the political process. 

To tackle these issues IDEA NL developed a program which addresses tensions between communities, and actively enables the involvement of young people: “Debate in the Neighbourhood”. This program aims to constructively involve underprivileged young people to talk about problems in their neighbourhood through debate training and the organisation of debates.  

Teaching the young to debate
The primary goal of the “Debate in the Neighbourhood” project is teaching young people to debate. They learn to constructively interact with each other, and with  community groups, on sensitive subjects. These issues include where to ‘hang out’, alcohol and substance abuse, youth crime, discrimination, and police brutality. The young people who take part learn to look at subjects from different perspectives, explain their opinion, ask questions and then respond articulately  in discussions or debate. Furthermore, they improve their presentation skills, and gain confidence in the process. 

The organisation of debates
The second goal of “Debate in the Neighbourhood” is the organisation of actual debates so young people can put in to practice what they have learned – and discuss sensitive subjects in a controlled setting. Depending on the subject  others from the neighbourhood, politicians, public officials, police and teachers are also invited. Learning to speak in front of an audience is a truly liberating experience  for most of these young people, and afterwards they are usually far more confident about speaking up in other settings – like a council or neighbourhood meeting.  

Better contact, growing involvement: for everyone
The ultimate goal of the project is to improve understanding between different groups in society and to increase the involvement of young people . IDEA focuses on every member of society, regardless of their background.

For young people ages 12 to 24
“Debate in the Neighbourhood” has been developed as an answer to the growing tensions between different groups.  These tensions are most visible in the age range 12-24.  Young people between these ages often feel they are not welcome,  or not taken seriously. Without schools teaching young people the skills to express themselves constructively they are more likely to disengage from society.  

Training of teachers and youth workers
IDEA initially trains youth workers and teachers as this is a more effective way  of reaching a higher number of teenagers and young adults, and making the organisation of debates a recurring phenomenon within institutions.  

What does a training look like
Depending on the wishes, and experience, of participants a training for teachers and youth workers takes anywhere from one to three days. In the training participants mainly learn by doing. They will then have an opportunity to analyse the results of the exercises.  Each training addresses the following issues and subjects:

· Developing a good climate for young people to speak in public 

· How to help inexperienced or shy youngsters develop their debating skills.

· What subjects appeal most to young people

· How to make debating a more enjoyable  and interesting experience

· The different forms of debate that work best with young people

· Exercises and techniques to develop debating skills among young people

· Explanation of the use of a workbook  in debate education

· Construction of a short series of lessons in a youth centre or school

· Organisation of a public debate

Debating skills
Debating skills IDEA wants to develop among young people are:

· The analysis of a subject from different perspectives

· To substantiate a certain opinion with convincing arguments

· Use their own knowledge and experience during a debate

· Being able to ask critical and clarifying questions

· Being able to respond adequately to different opinions

· Think in a solution-oriented manner

· Speak confidently in public

Teachers and youth workers on “Debate in the Neighbourhood”
A wide variety of schools and welfare organisations have made “Debate in the Neighbourhood” a permanent part of their program. 

Teachers and youth workers gave the following reasons for their choice: “The youngsters are much more social because of the training”, “You can see them grow”, “They are experiencing things they will always remember” and “They are taken much more seriously now”. However, it’s not only the young people that benefit from the trainings. Because of the training youth workers and teachers are also able to express their opinions much more easily. 

‘Cool, let’s do this again!’ 
Young people are equally enthusiastic about taking part. At first some struggle with having to speak in public but, as their confidence increases, they enjoy   analysing subjects in depth, and knowing that their voices can be heard. Through simple exercises they find it easier to express their opinions and respond to others. And of course they enjoy the debate competitions! 

Often participants ask for a further training because they enjoyed it so much. After a weekend of debating workshops, one of the participants said: “That was cool, let’s do this again!”  

Less tension, less prejudice
IDEA believes that “Debate in the Neighbourhood” has led to decreased tension, and prejudice, between different community groups. According to one Dutch high school, there was a marked fall in fighting and violence after students took part in DIN and learned to express themselves more effectively.  Participants from Amsterdam are now often invited to council meetings to give their opinion and views on different subjects. In Rotterdam a debate about city housing paved the way for solving some important city-wide problems. One of the young people said: “You should advertise the debating more, it really works!”

Everyone can learn to debate
IDEA believes that it is imperative to tackle the prejudice surrounding underprivileged young people. IDEA takes debate to new places and groups in society, and utterly rejects the concept that debate is an elite tool from which only certainly privileged groups can benefit.  

Workbook
IDEA has developed a workbook for the DIN program. The book uses practical exercises and background information to teach the young people debating skills. A user manual is included. 

